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Protected species and habitat types of the sublittoral zone of

Gyaros island, Aegean Sea.
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Under the scope of declaring the island of Gyaros a Marine Reserve, a reliminary

underwater survey was conducted in order to identify and record the presence of ma-

rine habitat types and species protected by National Laws and International Con-

ventions. 16 transects perpendicular to the shore were visually censused at depths

between 0-30m. The survey was conducted by volunteer scuba divers - members of

the Hellenic Association of Recreational Divers “Tethys”, with the support of the Hel-

lenic Office of Greenpeace NGO. Extended underwater prairies of Posidonia ocean-
ica (Natura priority habitat type 1120) were recorded at all transects and depths

surveyed. Among them, reefs (Natura habitat type 1170 - Biocenosis of sublittoral

algae and Coralligenous) and sandbanks (Natura habitat type 1110) were also pres-

ent at various depths. Large densities of the bivalve mollusk Pinna nobilis were ob-

served at 90% of the transects surveyed, while at different sites, sponges Axinella
spp., sea urchins Centrostephanus longispinus, trumpet tritons Charonia tritonis and

the parrotfish Sparisoma cretense were occasionally recorded and photographed.

We should note that the invasive green algae Caulerpa racemosa had covered large

areas at all depths and among all habitat types. In general, the variety of habitat

types, the presence of Posidonia oceanica beds in good condition (EU priority habi-

tat) and the abundance of protected species indicate Gyaros island’s high potential

to effectively act as a Marine Reserve.


